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Part D: Playing in a band 

1. Why do we have instruments at church? 
 
 
2. The cheesecake model of music 

 
 

Instruments and their possibilities 
Instrument Rhythm Bass  Harmony Melody 
Vocalist 
     

Piano 
     

Bass guitar 
     

Guitar 
     

Flute 
     

Cello 
     

Synth 
     

Drums 
     

 
Remember – just because an instrument can do all these things doesnʼt mean it should! 

Rhythm  
e.g. drums 

Bass  
e.g. bass guitar 

Melody 
e.g. lead singer 

Harmony 
e.g. piano 
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4. Arrangements – learning to share the space 
 
 

Song: Take My Life 
Speed: Slow (about 80bpm) 
Style: Sparse R&B feel  

Section Intro Verse1 Chorus Verse 2 Chorus Instrumental Chorus 

Length 
in bars 

4 16 8 16 8 8 8 

Whatʼs 
going 
on 

Keys + 
drums 
sparse 

Bass in 
half way 

Violin in 
 

Backing 
vocals 
on some 
lines 

 Violin 
solo 
Then 
stop for 
1 bar 

Big.  

If you find this kind of cheat sheet helpful see the listening grid in the appendix, or 
download blank ones from our website.  


