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Part C: What’s going on when we sing?2 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. God ministers to us through his word 
Colossians 3:16 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude 
in your hearts to God. 

 

2. We respond to God in prayer and praise 
Hebrews 13:15 
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the 
fruit of lips that confess his name. 

Ephesians 5:19-20 
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make  
music in your heart to the Lord, 20always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

James 5:13 
Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs 
 of praise. 

                                                
2 This diagram is adapted from David Peterson, Engaging with God, 221. 
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3. We minister to each other, building up the church 
Colossians 3:15-17 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as 
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 

Ephesians 5:19-20 
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make 
music in your heart to the Lord, 20always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 14:26 
What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, 
or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these 
must be done for the strengthening of the church. 

1 Corinthians 13:1 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 

 

4. And outsiders hear about Jesus3 
Acts 16:25 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
other prisoners were listening to them. 

 
 

                                                
3 See John Dickson, Promoting the Gospel (Sydney, 2005), chapter 9.  


